
William Jennings Bryan, Chicago, 1896 
I would be presumptuous, indeed, to present myself against the distinguished gentlemen to 

whom you have listened if this were but a measuring of ability; but this is not a contest among 
persons. The humblest citizen in all the land when clad in the armor of a righteous cause is 
stronger than all the whole hosts of error that they can bring. I come to speak to you in defense of 
a cause as holy as the cause of liberty—the cause of humanity. When this debate is concluded, a 5 
motion will be made to lay upon the table the resolution offered in commendation of the 
administration and also the resolution in condemnation of the administration. I shall object to 
bringing this question down to a level of persons. The individual is but an atom; he is born, he 
acts, he dies; but principles are eternal; and this has been a contest of principle.  

… 10 
On the 4th of March, 1895, a few Democrats… issued an address … concluding with the 

request that all believers in free coinage of silver in the Democratic Party should organize and 
take charge of and control the policy of the Democratic Party. Three months later, at Memphis, 
an organization was perfected, and the silver Democrats went forth openly and boldly and 
courageously proclaiming their belief and declaring that if successful they would crystallize in a 15 
platform the declaration which they had made; and then began the conflict with a zeal 
approaching the zeal which inspired the crusaders who followed Peter the Hermit. Our silver 
Democrats went forth from victory unto victory, until they are assembled now, not to discuss, not 
to debate, but to enter up the judgment rendered by the plain people of this country.  

But in this contest, brother has been arrayed against brother, and father against son. The 20 
warmest ties of love and acquaintance and association have been disregarded. Old leaders have 
been cast aside when they refused to give expression to the sentiments of those whom they 
would lead, and new leaders have sprung up to give direction to this cause of freedom. Thus has 
the contest been waged, and we have assembled here under as binding and solemn instructions as 
were ever fastened upon the representatives of a people.  25 

… When you come before us and tell us that we shall disturb your business interests, we reply 
that you have disturbed our business interests by your action. We say to you that you have made 
too limited in its application the definition of a businessman. The man who is employed for 
wages is as much a businessman as his employer. The attorney in a country town is as much a 
businessman as the corporation counsel in a great metropolis. The merchant at the crossroads 30 
store is as much a businessman as the merchant of New York. The farmer who goes forth in the 
morning and toils all day, begins in the spring and toils all summer, and by the application of 
brain and muscle to the natural resources of this country creates wealth, is as much a 
businessman as the man who goes upon the Board of Trade and bets upon the price of grain. The 
miners who go 1,000 feet into the earth or climb 2,000 feet upon the cliffs and bring forth from 35 
their hiding places the precious metals to be poured in the channels of trade are as much 
businessmen as the few financial magnates who in a backroom corner the money of the world.  

… 
It is for these that we speak. We do not come as aggressors. Our war is not a war of conquest. 

We are fighting in the defense of our homes, our families, and posterity. We have petitioned, and 40 
our petitions have been scorned. We have entreated, and our entreaties have been disregarded. 
We have begged, and they have mocked when our calamity came.  

We beg no longer; we entreat no more; we petition no more. We defy them!  
The gentleman from Wisconsin has said he fears a Robespierre. My friend, in this land of the 

free you need fear no tyrant who will spring up from among the people. What we need is an 45 
Andrew Jackson to stand as Jackson stood, against the encroachments of aggregated wealth.  

… 
You come to us and tell us that the great cities are in favor of the gold standard. I tell you that 

the great cities rest upon these broad and fertile prairies. Burn down your cities and leave our 



farms, and your cities will spring up again as if by magic. But destroy our farms and the grass 50 
will grow in the streets of every city in the country. 

… … 
It is the issue of 1776 over again. Our ancestors, when but 3 million, had the courage to 

declare their political 
independence of every 55 
other nation upon earth. 
Shall we, their 
descendants, when we 
have grown to 70 
million, declare that we 60 
are less independent 
than our forefathers? 
No, my friends, it will 
never be the judgment 
of this people. 65 
Therefore, we care not 
upon what lines the 
battle is fought. If they 
say bimetallism is good 
but we cannot have it till 70 
some nation helps us, 
we reply that, instead of 
having a gold standard 
because England has, 
we shall restore 75 
bimetallism, and then let 
England have 
bimetallism because the 
United States have.  

If they dare to come 80 
out in the open field and 
defend the gold standard 
as a good thing, we shall 
fight them to the 
uttermost, having behind 85 
us the producing masses 
of the nation and the world. Having behind us the commercial interests and the laboring interests 
and all the toiling masses, we shall answer their demands for a gold standard by saying to them, 
you shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns. You shall not crucify 
mankind upon a cross of gold.  90 

 
 


