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Thomas Paine
Common Sense, 1776

“IN the following pages | offer nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments, and common
sense: and have no other preliminaries to settle with the reader, than that he will divest himself of
prejudice and prepossession, and suffer his reason and his feelings to determine for themselves that
he will put on, or rather that he will not put off, the true character of a man, and generously enlarge
his views beyond the present day.{...)

| have heard it asserted by some, that as America has flourished under her former connection
with Great Britain, the same connection is necessary towards her future happiness, and will always
have the same effect. Nothing can be more fallacious than this kind of argument. We may as well
assert that because a child has thrived upon milk, that it is never to have meat, or that the first
twenty years of our lives is to become a precedent for the next twenty. But even this is admitting
more than is true; for | answer roundly that America would have flourished as much, and probably
much more, had no European power taken any notice of her. The commerce by which she hath
enriched herself are the necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is the custom
of Europe.

But she has protected us, say some. (..)Alas! we have been long led away by ancient
prejudices and made large sacrifices to superstition. We have boasted the protection of Great
Britain, without considering, that her motive was INTEREST not ATTACHMENT; and that she did not
protect us from OUR ENEMIES on OUR ACCOUNT; but from HER ENEMIES on HER OWN ACCOUNT,
from those who had no quarrel with us on any OTHER ACCOUNT, and who will always be our
enemies on the SAME ACCOUNT. Let Britain waive her pretensions to the Continent, or the Continent
throw off the dependence, and we should be at peace with France and Spain, were they at war with
Britain. The miseries of Hanover last war ought to warn us against connections.

It hath lately been asserted in parliament, that the Colonies have no relation to each other
but through the Parent Country, i.e. that Pennsylvania and the Jerseys and so on for the rest, are
sister Colonies by the way of England; this is certainly a very roundabout way of proving relationship,
but it is the nearest and only true way of proving enmity (or enemyship, if | may so call it.) France and
Spain never were, nor perhaps ever will be, our enemies as AMERICANS, but as our being the
SUBJECTS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

But Britain is the parent country, say some. Then the more shame upon her conduct. Even
brutes do not devour their young, nor savages make war upon their families. Wherefore, the
assertion, if true, turns to her reproach; but it happens not to be true, or only partly so, and the
phrase PARENT OR MOTHER COUNTRY hath been jesuitically adopted by the King and his parasites,
with a low papistical design of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous weakness of our minds.
Europe, and not England, is the parent country of America. This new World hath been the asylum for
the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty from EVERY PART of Europe. Hither have they fled,
not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far
true of England, that the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from home, pursues their
descendants still.

In this extensive quarter of the globe, we forget the narrow limits of three hundred and sixty
miles (the extent of England) and carry our friendship on a larger scale; we claim brotherhood with
every European Christian, and triumph in the generosity of the sentiment.(...)

Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffectual. Our prayers have been rejected with
disdain; and only tended to convince us, that nothing flatters vanity, or confirms obstinacy in Kings
more than repeated petitioning (...). Wherefore, since nothing but blows will do, for God's sake, let
us come to a final separation, and not leave the next generation to be cutting throats, under the
violated unmeaning names of parent and child.”
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Thoughts on the Present State of American Affairs

“If there is any true cause of fear respecting independence, it is because no plan is yet laid
down. Men do not see their way out — Wherefore, as an opening into that business, | offer
the following hints; at the same time modestly affirming, that | have no other opinion of them
myself, than that they may be the means of giving rise to something better. (...)

Let the assemblies be annual, with a President only. The representation more equal. Their
business wholly domestic, and subject to the authority of a Continental Congress. (...)

[Llet a CONTINENTAL CONFERENCE be held, in the following manner, and for the
following purpose. A committee of twenty-six members of Congress, viz. two for each colony.
(...)

The conferring members being met, let their business be to frame a CONTINENTAL
CHARTER, or Charter of the United Colonies; (answering to what is called the Magna Charta of
England) fixing the number and manner of choosing members of Congress, members of
Assembly, with their date of sitting, and drawing the line of business and jurisdiction between
them: (Always remembering, that our strength is continental, not provincial:) Securing
freedom and property to all men, and above all things, the free exercise of religion, according
to the dictates of conscience; with such other matter as is necessary for a charter to contain.
Immediately after which, the said Conference to dissolve, and the bodies which shall be
chosen comformable to the said charter, to be the legislators and governors of this continent
for the time being: Whose peace and happiness, may God preserve, Amen. (...)

But where says some is the King of America? I'll tell you Friend, he reigns above, and doth
not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of Britain. Yet that we may not appear to be
defective even in earthly honors, let a day be solemnly set apart for proclaiming the charter;
let it be brought forth placed on the divine law, the word of God; let a crown be placed
thereon, by which the world may know, that so far as we approve as monarchy, that in
America THE LAW IS KING. For as in absolute governments the King is law, so in free countries
the law ought to be King; and there ought to be no other. But lest any ill use should afterwards
arise, let the crown at the conclusion of the ceremony be demolished, and scattered among
the people whose right it is.

A government of our own is our natural right: And when a man seriously reflects on the
precariousness of human affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely wiser and safer,
to form a constitution of our own in a cool deliberate manner, while we have it in our power,
than to trust such an interesting event to time and chance. If we omit it now, some,
Massanello may hereafter arise, who laying hold of popular disquietudes, may collect together
the desperate and discontented, and by assuming to themselves the powers of government,
may sweep away the liberties of the continent like a deluge. Should the government of
America return again into the hands of Britain, the tottering situation of things, will be a
temptation for some desperate adventurer to try his fortune; and in such a case, what relief
can Britain give? Ere she could hear the news, the fatal business might be done; and ourselves
suffering like the wretched Britons under the oppression of the Conqueror.”



Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession

“MANKIND being originally equals in the order of creation, the equality could only be
destroyed by some subsequent circumstance: the distinctions of rich and poor may in a
great measure be accounted for, and that without having recourse to the harsh ill-
sounding names of oppression and avarice. Oppression is often the CONSEQUENCE, but
seldom or never the MEANS of riches; and tho' avarice will preserve a man from being
necessitously poor, it generally makes him too timorous to be wealthy.

But there is another and great distinction for which no truly natural or religious reason
can be assigned, and that is the distinction of men into KINGS and SUBJECTS. Male and
female are the distinctions of nature, good and bad the distinctions of Heaven; but how
a race of men came into the world so exalted above the rest, and distinguished like
some new species, is worth inquiring into, and whether they are the means of happiness
or of misery to mankind.

In the early ages of the world, according to the scripture chronology there were no
kings; the consequence of which was, there were no wars; it is the pride of kings which
throws mankind into confusion.”

Of the Present Ability of America: with some Miscellaneous Reflections

“As to religion, | hold it to be the indispensable duty of government to protect all
conscientious professors thereof, and | know of no other business which government
hath to do therewith. Let a man throw aside that narrowness of soul, that selfishness of
principle, which the niggards of all professions are so unwilling to part with, and he will
be at once delivered of his fears on that head. Suspicion is the companion of mean souls,
and the bane of all good society. For myself, | fully and conscientiously believe that it is
the will of the Almighty that there should be a diversity of religious opinions among us. It
affords a larger field for our Christian kindness; were we all of one way of thinking, our
religious dispositions would want matter for probation; and on this liberal principle |
look on the various denominations among us to be like children of the same family,
differing only in what is called their Christian names.”



