CONFIRMATION OF THE DISASTERL.

DiSPATCHES FROM GEN. TERRY RECEIVED
AT  SHERIDAN’S HEAD-QUARTERS —
TIIEORIES OF THE BATTLE~—PROBABLY
TEN THOUSAND SIOUX IN POSITION—
THE ATTACK CONDEMNED AS RASH BY
OFFICERS OF EXPERIENCE---DISPOSI-
TION OF THE WOQUNDED,

Curcago, July 6.—At the head-quarters
of Lieut. Gen. Sheridan this mornng, all was
bustle and confusion over the reported massa-
cre of Custer's command. Telegrams were
heing  constantly reoeived, but most of
them were of a confidential naturs and
withheld | from puoblication. 1t is known
that the unfortunate command broke eamn on
the North Rosebud on June 22 for the purpose
of proceeding in a direction which would bring
¥t t¢ the point named about the 25th, at which
pice a bloody fight is. reported to have taken
time. The following dispatch, the last re-

eeived at head quarters in this city previous to
‘the news of the massacre, confirms the ac-
counts given to the extent of showing that Cus-
ter intended to go to that place.
CaMP ON THE NORTH ROSEBUD, June 21, 1876.
Lictl. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, C-‘o'm-mandz'ng Military
Division of the Missouri, Chi'cago :

No Infans have been mot with as yet, but traces
of large and recent camp have been discovered
tweniy or thirty miles up the Rosebud. Gibbon's
cuinmn will move this morniong, on the porsh side of
the Yellowstone, for the mouth of the Big Horn, where
it will be ferried acrosa by the supply steamer, and
whenee it will proceed to the mouth of the Littla
Horn, and soon.  Custer will go up the Rosebud
to-moirow with his whole regiment, and thence to
the head-waters of the Little Horn, thence down the
.ittle Horn. A. H. TERRY,

N Brigadier General Commanding.

A dispatch received at the quarters of Gen.
Sheridan this morning at 11 o’clock confirms
thie first reports received. The dispatch states
that the torces were falling baok, and that the
wounded had been sent to Fort Lincoln. No
details were given, but the officers at head-
suarters regard it-as a full confirmation of the
:mgagement reported. In reply to an inquiry
18 to whether the attack was made by
Gen. Custer of his own accord, or under
orders {rom the department, an answer was
given that Custer made the charge of his own
volition. A still later dispatch from Lieut.
HKinzie, of the Seventh Cavalry, was received,
asking tbat be be transterred from the depart-

‘ment where he i now on duty to the scene of
action. This is also regarded as another con-
firmation ot the bloody massacre reported. Gen.
Custer’s family are at Fort Lincoln, to which
‘peint the wounded are being conveved.

‘8o fav as an expression 1 regard to the wis-

dom of Gen. Custer’s attack could be obtained
‘at head-gnarters, it was to the effesct that Cus-
1er had been imprudent, to say the least. .1t is
the opinion at head-quarters among those who
are most familiar with the situation, that Cus-
ter, struck Sitting Bull’s main camp. Gen.
Drum, of Sheridan’s staff, is of opinion
that Sitting Bull began concentrating his
forces after the figh% with Crook, and thatno
doubt, Custer dropped squarely into the mdat
of no less than ten thousand red devils and was
literally torn to pieces. The movement made by
Custer is censured to some extent at military
healquarters in this eity. The older officers
say that it was brought about by that ioolish
pride which so often results in the deteat of
‘men. It seems that a few days before Gen.
Terry hed offered four additional companies
1o Custer, but that officer refused them.
The information at head-quarters further is
‘to the etfect that Gen. Gibbon with his force
was known to be moviug up to Custer for the
purpose of reinforcing him, and that he [Cus-
ter] knew of this, and knew that Gibbon would
srrive by the following day after the engage-
ment. 1 have it on as good authority.as one of
‘the leading officers at hoad-quarters, that Cus-
ter had been ordered by Terry to makea march
toward the Little Big Horn and to form a
jumeotion with a column of infantry that was
‘moving diagonally -across the country to the
same point. The two columns were then to
co-operate and make an attack. Instead of
warching from twenty to thirty miles per day,
as ordered, Caster made a iforced march and
veached the point of destination two or three
‘daye in advance of the mtantry; then finding
himself in irontot the foc he foolishly attempted
“to cut his way through and Dll[llsh the red
devils,

—  ————
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